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The First Christmas Day 


By Nancy Adams 


Now 
Caesar Augustus 
demanded a count 
of all people to update their total amount. 
Descendants of David 
and kinsmen were told 
to hurry to Bethlehem, there to be polled. 


Thus 

Joseph took Mary 

and Baby unborn 

and journeyed from Nazareth early one 
‘morn. 

The travelers were many, 

he prayed there would be 

a room at the inn for his wee fam-ily. 


Alas 
and alack! 
all lodging was taken. 
It seemed that this mother-to-be was for- 
saken. 
But lo! 
in a manger 
of sweet-smelling hay, 
with gentle-eyed cattle, a donkey’s soft 
bray, 
dear Joseph created 
a place for his wife 
and here she gave birth tothe Author oflife. 


"Tis 
here He was bundled 
and cradled to rest, 
and as He lay sleeping ’tis here we were 
blest. 
’Tis here that the universe 
bowed to adore Him, 
this Son 
with the virgin who mothered and bore 
Him. 


Off 
tending their sheep 
were some shepherds that night 
when behold! they were bathed in a 
glorious light. 
They shook in their sandals, 
were awed and dismayed, 
but “Good News,” cried an angel. ‘‘Do not 
be afraid. 
A Savior is born 
these glad tidings I boast.” 


Ones naacy dams 


“Peace on earth and good will,’ sang a heavenly host. 


So 
they came in their wonder, 
they came without sleep, 
these unknowing shepherds with frolicking sheep. 


They came to pay homage 
to Jesus the King, 
to welcome the Babe, His praises to sing. 


Far 
away in the East 
were some men, very wise, 
who spent all of their time understanding 
the skies. 
They saw a star rising, 
they knew what it meant, 
the long-promised, long-waited Christ had 
been sent. 


Yet 
how could they find Him, 
this seed out of Zion? 
They sped to King Herod, Jerusalem’s lion, 
who questioned the scribes. 
“The Messiah,”’ they stated, 
according to Scripture, “...in Bethlehem 
waited!”’ 


Now 
the star rose before them, 
a luminous ray, 
that narrowed their path to that manger of 
hay. 
And at once they were filled, 
like the sky’s seraphim, 


. with a soft inner glow as the night seemed 


to dim 

beside Mary at peace 

with her Infant so mild, - 

and they knelt and they worshipped this 
radiant Child. 


They 
longed to remain, 
‘twas the hour to depart, 
hence gold, myrrh and frankincense, gifts 
from the heart, 
were bestowed as a sign 
that this littlest Lamb 
was the Promise made Flesh, the majestic I 
Am. 
Then homeward they hastened 
to rejoice and convey 
the triumphant good news of this First 
Christmas Day. 


© 1989 Nancy Adams 


Nancy Adams is a parishioner of Sacred Heart parish, 
Coronado. 
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Pathol. 
Worker to 
serve meal 
tohomeless 


SAN DIEGO — The San Diego Catholic 
Worker’s annual Christmas dinner for the 
homeless of San Diego will be held Dec. 23, 
11 a.m.-1:30 p.m., at the St. Vincent de 
Paul/Joan Kroc Center downtown. 

Preparation for the meal will begin at 9:30 
a.m. Anyone wishing to volunteer can call 
233-0519. For those who would like to 
donate money to pay for the meal, make 
checks payable to San Diego Catholic 
Worker, P.0. Box 127244, San Diego, Ca. 
92112. 

The Catholic Worker Movement was 
founded by Peter Maurin and Dorothy Day. 
It operates more than 60 houses of 
hospitality for the poor and homeless in more 
than 60 United States cities. The San Diego 
Catholic Worker recently celebrated its 10th 
anniversary. 


Priest elevated to 
honor of monsignor 


MONROVIA, Liberia — Father Johannes 
J. Kothuis, who was ordained to the priest- 
hood for the Diocese of San Diego in 1981, 
was elevated by Pope John Paul II to the 
honor of “chaplain of His Holiness,” which 
carries the title of monsignor, in October. 
Msgr. Kothuis is currently serving in Liberia 
as the First Secretary to the Apostolic Nun- 
ciature. 

Msgr. Kothuis was born Apnil 5, 1956, in 
The Netherlands. He was educated and at- 
tended the seminary at St. John’s Seminary 
in Camarillo, Calif., and at the American 
College of Louvain in Belgium. 

He was ordained by Bishop Leo T. Maher 
on May 2, 1981 in Louvain, Belgium. He 
served as associate pastor at St. James 
Church, Solana Beach and in 1984, con- 
tinued his studies at the Gregorian Univer- 
sity in Rome in Ecclesiology and Canon 
Law. In 1988 he was appointed First 
Secretary to the Apostolic Nunciature in 
Liberia. 


El Cajon students 
hear mission message 


EL CAJON — Students at Our Lady of 
Grace School, El Cajon, were visited by 
Sister Mary Ellen Kowalski, CSJ, assistant 
director of the diocesan Mission Office who 
asked them to “join her company.” 

Sister Kowalski encouraged the students 
to give a penny each day to the mission 
collection globes placed in each classroom. 
She also explained to them how the money 
they donated provided food, medical sup- 
plies and education to children of Third 
World countries. 

To “join her company,” she said, the stu- 
dents must meet two requirements: “to pray, 
especiaily in thanksgiving to God, and to be 
willing to share what they have.” 


Mayor’s homeless 
shelter needs blankets 


SAN DIEGO — San Diego’s homeless 
can find shelter and holiday cheer in Plaza 
Hall at the Community Concourse, 
downtown, at Mayor O’Connor’s Holiday 
Shelter. The shelter will provide over 1,000 
needy individuals access to medical atten- 
tion, showers, barbers, clothing, meals beds 
and entertainment for three nights beginning 
the evening of Dec. 23 and ending the mom- 
ing of Dec. 26. 

However, the shelter is still in need of 
blankets, which each guest will be allowed 
to keep. Anyone wishing to donate blankets 
can drop them off at Catholic Charities, 349 
Cedar Street. For other locations, call 239- 
4800. 
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STOCKING STUFFERS — Sister Josepha Mauss, OP, consultant 
for Indian catechesis, is all smiles as members of the Christian 
Family Movement at St. Gabriel Church, Poway, stuff stockings 
which she will distribute to Indian children on the 18 reservations 
throughout the diocese. The Christian Family Movement received 
enough donations of toys, beauty and dental supplies from local 


Juvenile detention 
ministry workshop set 


ALCALA PARK — The Office of Youth 
and Young Adult Ministries is offering a 
workshop for men and women 21 years and 
older interested in the Volunteers in Proba- 
tion program which offers opportunities for 
service to youth detained in juvenile 
facilities. 

The workshop will be held Jan. 6,9 a.m.-1 
p-m., in the youth office. For reservations, 
call 291-7781. 

The program attempts to meet the spiritual 
and emotional needs of youth in juvenile 
detention facilities through monthly wor- 
ship services which are conducted in English 
and Spanish. Volunteer teams visit the 
facilities once a week. 


Consignment store 


in Freedom Festival 
SAN DIEGO —Continental Crafts, a non- 
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profit consignment store for refugee folk art 
and handcrafts located in Old Town, par- 
ticipated in the San Diego Freedom Arts Fes- 
tival held earlier this fall at at San Diego State 
University. 

The festival presented visual and perfor- 
mance art of San Diego’s intemational com- 
munities. 

Continental Crafts displayed artwork of 
refugees from Ethiopia, Czechoslovakia and 
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merchants and organizations to stuff some 150 stockings. 
Shown with Sister Mauss are Christian Family Movement 
members John Meyer, and Bob Shillato and Walt Borra, across 
the table. Christian Family Movement is a family social action 
organization and every year the group takes on a project that 
will benefit people locally. 


Romanian. “It was very attractive and very 
much enjoyed,” said Marianne Green, presi- 
dent of Freedom Festival Inc. 

Terry Clark, retail manager for the store, 
said, “Every little bit of public exposure 
helps us — it makes the community aware 
of our existence.” 

Continental Crafts is under the auspices of 
the Refugee and Resettlement Office of 
Catholic Charities. 


USD law professor dies 


SAN DIEGO -— Joseph Ciesielski, 
professor of law at the University of San 
Diego, Alcala park, and a judge of the 
diocesan tribunal, died Dec. 18 at Kaiser 
Hospital of viral encephalitis. He was 49. 

Mr. Ciesielski is survived by his wife, 
Barbara, and 13-year-old son Justin who 
reside in Jamul. 
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A vigil will be held Dec. 21, 7 p.m., in 
Founders Chapel, USD. Mass of Christian 
Burial will be celebrated Dec. 22, 10 a.m., 
Founders Chapel. Interment will be at Dear- 
born Memorial Park in Poway. 

Mr. Ciesielski joined the USD School of 
Law faculty in 1969. He was head law 
librarian from 1969-1988 while teaching at 
the law school. 


Oberammergau 
Passion Play 


with 


Rev. James V. Caldwell 


St. Jerome Parish 


Escorted 17-day tour: 
Munich - Oberammergau - Vienna 
Budapest - Yugoslavia - Venice 
May 23 - June 8, 1990 
(Approximate cost: $2,400) 

A Passion Play year is an exciting year in 
Europe! It happens only once every 
decade. The Passion Play offers a never 
to be forgotten experience. 


Don’t wait. Call for more information: 


Rev. James Chief 
Caldwell -or- Travel 
-428-1488 560-9544 


pe 


Local Czechs hope for religious freedom 


Surprised at reforms 
in native country 


By Rose Sheehan 
Special to Southern Cross 


SAN DIEGO — As Czechoslovakia’s 
new coalition government steps into power, 
Czechoslovakian Catholics in San Diego say 
the most valuable changes that can come to 
the East Bloc nation will be the rights to 
speak and worship freely. 

Czechoslovakian refugees and second- 
generation Czechs here say they are “very 
happy,” “delighted,” and “very surprised” at 
the bloodless revolution taking shape in their 
homeland. _ 

“We have no guarantee the changes will 
be stable,” said Marie Peterka, who left the 
country with her husband, Petr, in 1987. “We 
cross our fingers, because we know now is 
the time for either everything or nothing” to 
become more democratized. : 

Since mid-November, the Soviet-run bor- 
ders of Czechoslovakia have been opened, 
and hundreds of thousands of demonstrators 
in Prague have demanded political and 
economic reforms. 

Consequently, a new coalition govern- 
ment is in place with a minority of Com- 
munist Party members, and free Parliamen- 
tary elections are planned. 

Talking about the Communist Party hits a 
nerve with all the local Czechs. Each one has 
stories of persecution suffered by themsel- 
ves or a family member because of disagree- 
ment with communist politics, one of which 
is the condemnation of religion. 

About 80 percent of Czechs are Catholics, 
according to Msgr. Peter Esterka of Min- 
neapolis, the vicar for Czech Catholics in the 
United States and Canada. 

“My husband did not want to be com- 
munist, and that was the reason for persecu- 
tion,” said Olga Rajec, who arrived in San 
Diego with her family on Sept. 20. 

She and her husband decided to flee their 
town of Dubnica because of religious dis- 
crimination and because they were not free 


Catholic Charities to tell its 


By Maureen Nuesca 
Southern Cross 


SAN DIEGO — Bishop Leo T. Maher has 
designated Jan. 7, 1990, as Catholic Charities 
Sunday, offering parishioners throughout the 
diocese an opportunity to become acquainted 
with the diocesan social service agency. 

“Catholic Charities Sunday is an oppor- 
tunity for your parishioners to discover the 
wonderful, life-giving services taking place 
in our diocese. 

“TItis not a fund-raising occasion but a time 
to educate our people to the marvelous min- 
istry that takes place with their financial as- 
sistance in the Stewardship program...” the 
bishop stated in a letter to priests in the 
diocese. 

Father William Ortmann, the agency’s 
parish liaison, said designating an awareness 
day “offers us a chance to tell our story. The 
services generated and amount of people 
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STRONG CATHOLICS — Marie and Petr Peterka, who left Czechos- 
lovakia in 1987 and are now parishioners of Good Shepherd, Mira 
Mesa, are very happy about the democratic reform movement occur- 


to go to Mass or have children attend Chris- 
tian schools, she said. 

“Many people enter the Communist Party, 
but only to protect their careers,” Rajec said. 

Czechs are allowed to celebrate Mass in 
churches twice weekly in some cities but 
it’s been risky. Under the former govermn- 
ment, any non-communist seen attending 


provided assistance is not known to many.” 

The agency will distribute posters and a 
tabloid, which discusses the various depart- 
ments of Catholic Charities, to parishes 
throughout the diocese, Father Ortmann said, 
adding, and, when available, a spokesperson 
for the agency will make presentations at the 
different Masses. 


He said that there has been a positive 
response from pastors who were recently 
notified about Catholic Charities Sunday. 

Sister RayMonda Du Vall, CHS, executive 
director of Catholic Charities, told Souther 
Cross she is “just thrilled” about having 
Catholic Charities Sunday. 


“Since we’ve changed our name, we’ve 
tried to dedicate ourselves to getting our 
name out to parishioners. Our goal (for 
Catholic Charities Sunday) is to say to 
parishes and the diocese, ‘we’re here; we’re 
the agency that is the social service arm for 
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Accepting Applications for Federally Subsidized Housing 


Must be age 62 or older or physically handicapped Adult. Annual Income 
cannot exceed $13,250 for single or $15,1G0 for couples. 


For information call Monday - Friday, 9am to 4pm. Cathedral Plaza 234-0093; or 


St. John’s Plaza 466-5354. 


Mass could be reported to the secret police 
and face the loss of his or her job or other 
privileges, local Czechs related. 

So Czechs who attend Mass never linger 
to talk afterward but go straight home, they 
said. The priests are paid by the government, 
and the Czech bishop has no say in their 
ministry, they added. 


story Jan. 7 


the bishop,” she said. 

Catholic Charities, formerly called 
Catholic Community Services, has served 
the Diocese of San Diego since 1974. The 
agency sponsors over 30 programs in the San 
Diego area and in the Imperial Valley. 


Fontaninis 


Photo by Rose Sheehan 


ing in their native country and hope it will result in more religious 
freedom. Marie said her family, because they are strong Catholics. 
was the target of discrimination by the old communist regime. 


Mary Carlisle of St. John the Evangelist 
parish, San Diego, has three cousins in 
Czechoslovakia who had to choose between 
the church and their jobs. One, who was 
studying to become a teacher, was told he 
could not be seen going to church. He had to 
goto Mass late and leave early, Carlisle said. 

Another cousin decided to give up Mass 
attendance in order to continue his teaching 
position. A third cousin, a Czech lawyer, lost 
his license to practice, because he would not 
accept the communists’ rule. He now is an 
operatic singer. 

The Peterkas, now parishioners at Good 
Shepherd in Mira Mesa, feel Marie’s family 
was targeted for discrimination under the old 
regime because they are strong Catholics 
and because one of her uncles defected long 

Please turn to page 12 


The Collectible Creche by QQoman. 
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A Great Family Tradition 


Create a nativity scene your entire family will en- 

joy! With Fontanini, the Collectible Creche, you can add 

figures each and every Christmas. Painted by hand in warm 

wood tones, these sculptures are virtually unbreakable so even 
small toddlers can help arrange the family nativity scene. Many 
sizes and styles are available. Come in to appreciate them first 
hand... and select a starter set for this Christmas. Make Fontanini, 
the Collectible Creche a tradition for your family. 
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Non-Catholic 
praises bishop’s 
leadership 


I am not Catholic (however Jesus Christ is my Lord and 
Savior) but I applaud Bishop Maher for his leadership among 
the all-to-permissive-and-complacent Christian community 
in taking definitive action against those who are pro-choice. 

As Bishop Maher said, you cannot be both Catholic and 
pro-choice; it’s a contradiction. 

Either Killea is wrong in being pro-abortion (let’s call it 
like it is) or Maher is wrong in being pro-life. Both cannot be 
right; that, too, violates the law of contradiction, namely, that 
no two things can be in contradiction with one another and 
simultaneously true. 

The Declaration of Independence holds that we are en- 
dowed by our “Creator with certain inalienable rights, that 


among these are life,” ... etc. That includes the life of unbom 
babies. Unbom babies have rights guaranteed by our Con- 
stitution, too. 

Since Bishop Maher will soon have more time available 
to him, do you think he would take the leadership role in 
uniting all Christians in the U.S. to oppose abortion on 
demand? 

If all Christian denominations would submit to God’s 
authority on this issue, that would be infinitely more effec- 
tive in closing abortion clinics and stopping federal aid to 
fund abortions than all the sit-in demonstrations and arrests. 

Perhaps with the platform he has, he could convict the 
Presbyterians (USA), Methodists, Lutherans, and Epis- 
copalians of the wrongness of their respective 
denomination’s pro-choice position. If he would try, I would 
volunteer to help him — that’s one from the Protestant 
community, and I know many more who join him also. We 
need a leader! 

Kenneth A. Willig 
Rancho Santa Fe 


San Diego Catholic Worker 


San Diego Catholic Worker is a non-profit corporation 
which has been ministering to the homeless population of 
San Diego for ten years. 

Our main program is our noon meal which we serve 
Monday through Saturday at the St. Vincent de Paul/Joan 
Kroc Center. 

There is another group operating in San Diego headed by 
Leo Cauchon which calls itself Catholic Worker of Peter 
Maurin Catholic Worker. Last month the group headed by 
Mr. Cauchon picketed the St. Vincent de Paul offices. More 
recently the group has been circulating a flyer advertising a 
demonstration on Dec. 8 at the San Diego Union offices. San 
Diego Catholic Worker wishes to disavow any participation 
in these and any other activities of the group headed by Leo 
Cauchon. 

San Diego Catholic Worker gratefully acknowledges the 
continued support it has received from the San Diego com- 
munity. 

Joe Silva 
Treasurer 
San Diego Catholic Worker. 


Home care workers lauded 


Did you know that there are health care professionals in 
San Diego County who still make house calls? 

They are the men and women who have dedicated their 
lives to providing in-home medical care to individuals of all 
ages in the comfort and familiar surroundings of their own 
homes. Without the care and support of such nurses, 
therapists, homemaker-home health aids and other health 
professionals, thousands of people would be denied the 
quality home care they desperately need and deserve. 

The frightening statistics show that over one million 
Americans of all ages will be forced into poverty trying to 
pay the devastating costs of long-term illnesses this year. 
What could be worse than being sick for a long time and 
knowing there is little or no money to pay for hospital bills 
and nursing home costs? Home care can ease the worries that 
come with the increasing costs of medical care by providing 
quality medical and supportive services right at home, cost- 
effectively. 

Nov. 26 through Dec. 2 was “National Home Care Week.” 
As a proud member of the home care profession, I salute my 
colleagues for their extraordinary dedication and commit- 
ment to the service of others. 

Barbara Westland, manager 
Mercy Home Care Services 
San Diego 
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Southern Cross (ISSN 0745-0257), official newspaper 
of the Roman Catholic Diocese of San Diego, is 
published weekly on Thursdays, Sept.-May, and bi- 
weekly, June-Aug. No issues are published during the 
weeks of Christmas and New Year's Day. Prices are 35 
cents per issue and $15 for a one-year subscription. 
Second-class postage is paid at San Diego, CA. 
Diocesan offices are located in Alcala Park, San Diego, 
CA 92110-2496, 574-6393. POSTMASTER: Send changes 
of address to Southern Cross, P.O. Box 81869, San 
Diego, CA, 92138-1869. 


During their November 1989 meeting in Baltimore, the 
U.S. bishops affirmed: “No Catholic can responsibly take a 
‘pro-choice’ stand when the ‘choice’ in question involves the 
taking of innocent human life.” 

The bishops go on to state: “We urge public officials, 
especially Catholics, to advance these goals in recognition of 
their moral responsibility to protect the weak and defenseless 
among us.” 

This position is clearly in line with the “consistent ethic of 
life” (which some call, the “seamless garment’) that has been 
articulated by Cardinal Joseph Bernardin. 

Cardinal Bemardin asserted, “The phrase ‘public morality’ 
is at the center of the debate on religion and politics, but it is 
not a concept that is well understood. ... The problem is 
partially due to the collapsing of two distinct questions. ... 
One question is how, in the objective order of law and policy, 
we determine which issues are public moral questions and 
which are best defined as private moral questions.” 

Clearly, the stance of the American bishops is that abortion 
is a public moral issue. Why has this stance been taken? 

First: It is inadequate for those people who believe that the 
rights of the unborn are today largely denied or ignored to 
say simply that they are personally opposed to abortion but 
that they cannot or will not take any action to protect the 
unborn and guarantee their rights in the public, political or 
legal forums. 

Second: Those who affirm the rights of the unborn must, 
as a matter of good logic, common sense and social justice, 
seek legal protection for the unborn individually and as a 
group, in exactly the same way and with the same conviction 
that they support laws to guarantee protection for the lives 
and rights of abused children and battered wives. 
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Third: If it is true that in our pluralistic society there is not 
a sufficient public consensus on this question, it is our duty 
as Catholics to help lead the effort to achieve a consensus by 
advocacy and example. In other words, the law itself can be 
an excellent teacher. 

Fourth: There is a gap in the morality and logic of the 
statement, “I am personally opposed to abortion but I’m 
‘pro-choice’ on the issue.” 

Opposition to abortion necessarily implies one’s recogni- 
tion of the values at stake: human lives are being taken and 
often squandered. 

Thus, any “pro-choice” stance on this issue is too cavalier 
and too insensitive to the need to protect the unbom. It is 
necessary to enlighten and sensitize public opinion to the 
human outrage that is being perpetrated by “abortion on 
demand,” especially since this demand arises not so much 
out of necessity but out of the desire for personal con- 
venience (statistics verifiable in the research done by 
Planned Parenthood). 

Fifth: As a society, we can take no pride in the fact that it 
is now estimated that each year approximately 26 percent of 
all pregnancies in America are being deliberately aborted. 

Something is terribly wrong in a nation in which abortion 
has become the most frequently performed surgical proce- 
dure. 

Sulpician Father Gerald D. Coleman, Ph.D., is rector of St. 
Patrick's Seminary, Menlo Park. 


The model: ‘parish’ school 


At a time of widespread discussion, thankfully endorsed 
by Bishop Leo T. Maher during this season of recognition in 
the diocese of the special financial needs of Catholic schools, 
it is with increasing satisfaction that I note the consistent 
commitment by the Southern Cross to the special issues that 
Catholic schools face, most particularly as I read and 
reflected upon “New models for schools” authored by Dr. 
Kujawa and Mrs. Bixby (Southern Cross, Nov. 30). As a 
point for further discussion, some reflections on their “new 
model” appear to be in order. 

One is struck initially by the truth that confronts our 
schools — the reality of financial inequity rooted in the 
economic base that comprises the various parishes, the 
reality of wage disparities as between these schools rooted, 
at least in part, in the same reality of parish economics, and 
the consequent implication for long-term survival that these 
realities suggest. 

One is tempted to draw from these inter-parish disparities 
the obvious solution of increased centralization that Dr. 
Kujawa and Mrs. Bixby endorse. With due respect to that 
solution, but with a clear intent to broaden the options, 
altemate proposals merit consideration as well. 

The authors begin by noting that we are “in a time when 
collaboration and shared responsibility are critical buz- 
zwords ...” and conclude their statement by noting that 
“centralized warehousing, adequate training of personnel, 
uniform pay scales, coordination of federal programs, realis- 
tic planning ... and expansion of facilities ...” would result. 
They also suggest that “schools which need closing could do 
so in a systematic way ...” 

This last statement ought to cause every diocesan Catholic 
a great deal of concern — one ought not be left with the 
impression that diocesan schools as a group, or individual 
schools in particular, are in the degree of trouble that the 
authors seem to imply. With the recognition that economic 
difficulties do face schools, it would be tragic to consider 
closure as an option without exploring certain alternatives 
for those few schools admittedly in the “critical” stage. 

For the reader to be left with the impression that Catholic 
schools are not alive and well in this diocese would be a tragic 
error, especially in this time of renewed diocesan attention ... 


especially in this season of hope ... and especially as a time 
when over 14,000 diocesan students are currently enrolled, 
standing as vocal witness to their parent’s faith in the mission 
of Catholic education. 

Annual review of school budgets reveals that nearly 85 
percent of expenses are salary-related. Immediate assistance 
to this most critical budget area ought to come in the form of 
increased parish assistance made possible by two methods. 
First, diocesan Stewardship ought to have as a contribution 
option the designation of funds to schools whose salary levels 
are currently below the diocesan minimum — let the annual 
Stewardship obligation be reduced in favor of this local 
parish approach. Secondly, in recognition of the extraordi- 
nary sacrifices that many local pastors are making towards 
their schools, a reduction in the monthly parish assessment 
that currently goes to the diocese should be allowed for those 
parishes which have schools and would agree to an increase 
in subsidy to their local institutions. 

It is also obvious that a total diocesan commitment to the 
current development program launched by the Schools’ Of- 
fice would go far towards meeting the author’s position of 
freeing up additional monies for the elementary schools. 

To accept the “new model” as offered is to argue that 
decision-making ought to be removed from the-local. pastor 
and parish, a proposition that flies in the face of the authors’ 
apparent endorsement of “collaboration and shared respon- 
sibility.” - 

The success that parish elementary schools enjoy in many 
locations is based on their clear definition of being “parish” 
schools. Where the identity of the school in seen as a part of 
the total educational ministry of the parish, local conflicts 
regarding appropriate shares of the regular offertory collec- 
tions are reduced. 

_ It makes sense to put the energy at our disposal to a 
re-definition of schools to make them closer to parish models 
Please turn to page 5 
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Vatican praises the ministry of the diocese 


ALCALA PARK — The Vatican Con- 
gregation for Bishops has praised the minis- 
try of the Diocese of San Diego as outlined 
in the Quinquennial Report, covering 1983- 
1987, which Bishop Leo T. Maher submitted 
to the Vatican last year . 

In arecent letter to Bishop Maher, Cardinal 
Bemardin Gantin, prefect of the congrega- 
tion, noted, among the diocese’s accomplish- 
ments, efforts in teaching the doctrines of the 
faith, support programs for priests, promo- 
tion of vocations, pastoral care in the area of 
marriage and family life and the revitaliza- 
tion of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

The report was submitted in conjunction 
with Bishop Maher’s ad limina visit to Rome, 
which a diocesan bishop must make every 
five years. The comprehensive report on the 
ministries and services of the diocese must 
be submitted every five years as well in an- 
ticipation of the bishop’s ad limina visit. 

Bishop Maher, joined by Auxiliary Bishop 
Gilbert E. Chavez, made the ad limina visit 
in June-July 1988, including a private 
audience with Pope John Paul II. 

The following is taken from the text of the 
letter from Cardinal Gantin to Bishop Maher: 

“The report affords a comprehensive 
profile of the religious, social, economic and 
cultural context in which you exercise your 
ministry of preaching the Gospel so as to 
expound the whole mystery of Christ, there- 
by, giving new strength to those who already 
have living faith, seeking out those who have 
strayed from the path of truth and calling on 
all men to believe (cf. Christus Dominus, 12). 
“During the last five years, you have taken 
several initiatives to teach the doctrine of the 
faith especially in matters relating the 
church’s teaching office. In this, you have 
been greatly assisted by the use of every 
available means of modem communication. 
Pastoral visitation has contributed much to 
the vitality of parish life in the diocese while 
your programs of catechetical instruction en- 
sure that adequate instruction is provided for 
the faithful. 

“Cultivation of the Sacred Liturgy has 
brought the diocese to a deeper appreciation 
of the Paschal Mystery. As father and 
shepherd of the flock, you have done much 
to build the community of faith in charity. 

“Constant availability to your priests has 
done much to promote an atmosphere of 
fraternal co-operation in the ministry, thus 
giving them support in their oftentimes dif- 
ficult ministry and renewing their morale. 

“The gifts and charisms proper to the laity 
have been nurtured and brought to fruition 
(cf. Christifideles Laici, 23). They have made 
a valuable contribution in areas such as the 
protection of the unborn from the threat of 
procured abortion, Catholic education and 
health care, relief of the poor and indigent, 
assistance to migrants and refugees as well 
as in many other worthy apostolates. 

“The report outlines many of the difficul- 
ties which your ministry encountered during 


the quinquennium as well as the solutions 
with which these were overcome together 
with the results of several successfully com- 
pleted pastoral programs. Among these, your 
efforts to reach out to lapsed Catholics have 
been especially important as they have res- 


tored many to the Father’s house. It bears ° 


witness to your communion with the Apos- 
tolic See and your fidelity to the Holy Father 
while testifying to ‘...your labor of love and 
work of charity and steadfastness of hope in 
our Lord Jesus Christ’ (1 Thes. 1:3). 

“After careful study of the report, a synop- 
sis of the main details was drawn up and 
presented to His Holiness who expressed his 
profound concem for the spiritual and pas- 
toral welfare of that portion of Christ’s 
Church which has been entrusted to your 
care. 

“As San Diego has one of the fastest 
growth rates in the United States, the diocese 
has experienced heavier demands being 
made on its clergy to provide for the ever 
increasing needs of the faithful. Given this 
Situation, it was most praiseworthy that you 
designated promotion of vocations as a 
priority. Already, the effects of this initiative 
can be seen in the increasing numbers of 
suitable candidates who are presenting 
themselves for seminary formation. 

“The faithful have been appraised of the 
church’s need for more priests and have 
responded generously in terms of prayers for 
vocations and in practical assistance to the 
apostolate. Especially important was the 
promotion of vocations amongst families of 


Hispanic extraction. The efforts of your 
vocations’ director are deserving of the sup- 
port of the entire diocesan community whose 
duty it is to foster vocations to the priesthood 
and to the religious life. 

“Priests should continue to draw the hearts 
of young men to the priesthood by the ex- 
ample of their lives of dedicated service. 
Parents should encourage vocations amongst 
their children while those charged with the 
formation of youth should train them to 
recognize a divine vocation and to follow it 
willingly. Catholic schools should be imbued 
with an ethos which recommends the ideals 
of the priesthood. and the religious life (cf. 
Optatam Totius, 2). 

“Pastoral care of marriage and family life 
has been well organized. During the last five 
years, the provision of premarriage courses 
has done much to educate young couples in 
the duties of Christian spouses and parents. 
So too, the diocesan family life services have 
given counsel and assistance to many people 
and contributed much to support ... family 
life. In this way, your unified diocesan pas- 
toral plan has centered on the importance of 
family life, thereby, affording it much needed 
encouragement and offsetting many of the 
negative influences of contemporary 
materialism and consumerism. 

“The care of priest is given to the bishop 
in a special way since they assume some of 
his duties and concems and are his closest 
collaborators to the ministry. It was good that 
you gave renewed emphasis to the cultiva- 
tion of the spiritual life of your clergy by 


providing retreats and days of prayerful 
recollection. Clerical conferences and longer 
study periods have ensured the continuing 
theological education of your priests. 

“While speaking to the bishops of Region 
Five at the close of the ad limina, the Holy 
Father adverted to the need for continued 
renewal of the Sacrament of Penance in order 
that the Church might continue to be an ef- 
fective ‘...sign of conversion and of 
obedience to God’s law.’ Within this context 
of renewal, the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
assumes a deeper significance in pastoral 
reflection, planning and action. 

“Your report mentions the efforts to 
promote a revitalization of the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation in your diocese. Despite 
many obstacles these have had considerable 
success and should continue. However, since 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation involves the 
whole question of the personal relationship 
which Christ wills to have with each penitent, 
your approach to renewal of the sacrament 
should continue to emphasize the importance 
of individual and integral confession of sins 
and reserve general absolution to those cir- 
cumstances for which provision is made in 
Canon 961 of the Code of Canon Law. 

“In token of his paternal solicitude for the 
Diocese of San Diego, the Holy Father im- 
parts the Apostolic Blessing to your Excel- 
lency, to the Most Rev. Robert Brom, Coad- 
jutor Bishop of San Diego, to the Most Rev. 
Gilbert Chavez, Titular Bishop of Magarmel, 
as well as to your clergy and faithful.” 


The model: ‘parish’ school, not centralization 


Continued from page 4 

where administrator and staff worship 
with the parishioners at Mass, where ad- 
ministrators and staff contribute to the local 
ministry of the parish by acting as lectors and 
ministers, and where the school facilities are 
freely shared with all. 

Where Catholic elementary education is 
successful it is seen as “parish” education. To 
remove from the parish the key decisions 
regarding the quality of the Catholic educa 
tional product, much less the decision to 
possibly close them, makes these schools 
much more institutional and much less 
responsive to the needs of the parish families 
who attend them. 

It is interesting that schools more likely 
to be targeted are in the central city, precisely 
the area of most critical missionary need in 
light of the non-Anglo ethnic majorities that 
many such schools represent and in con- 
sideration of the lower-than-average 
economic base upon which their tuition rests. 

In sum, the “model” that we ought to ex- 
plore is not a centralized model. To argue for 
centralized creativity in financial assess- 
ments is a far less Draconian solution than to 
argue for a form of centralized control which 
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happiness and peace. 


Sacrament. 


Blessed Sacrament. 


Little Flower Haven Chapel. 


Sacred Heart - Coronado. 


0. 2 SS Se << << <r me 


Dn Loving Memory 


Into Thy hands, O Lord, we commend the spirits of these 
beloved ones who are gone before us into the realm of Thy eternal 
Amen. 


RICHARD DIONICIO Funeral Mass; Nov. 27, 1989 at St. Patrick’s 


CHESTER CZEKALA Funeral Mass; Dec. 9, 1989 at Blessed 
ANGELINE CAMMARERI Funeral Mass; Dec. 13, 1989 at 


JULIA VIRISSIMO Funeral Mass; Dec. 19, 1989 at St. Agnes 


SR. MARIA ELENA WOLBURG Funeral Mass; Dec. 20, 1989 at 


CATHERINE A. CARROLL Memorial Mass; Dec. 21, 1989 at 


ood bod 
MORTUARY 
582-1700 
5027 EL CAJON BLVD. 
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ultimately shields the “investor” in the 
product, the parent, from critical control 
over the quality of the “investment.” 

What an ironic comment on our time if 
Catholic schools in this diocese reverse the 
welcome trend now being seen in public 
education — more local control, not less. 

As a parent, a parishioner, and a principal, 


I rejoice in any schools’ decision to live the 
word “parish.” 

Let’s open the windows and let in some 
fresh air ... not tear down the “house” be- 
cause we’ve forgotten where the windows 
are! 

Dr. Brian Bennett is principal of Blessed 
Sacrament School, San Diego. 


The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 


Reaching out 


with Deacon Michael Newman 


Cause for Celebration 


The Society of St. Peter Apostle has an excellent reason to 
celebrate its centenary because it has been so successful. 

Just as the Society for the Propagation of the Faith got its 
impetus from Pauline Jaricot, so the Society of St. Peter was 
inspired in its formation by the dream of another French woman, 
Jeanne Bigard and her daughter Stephanie. The aim of the St. Peter 
Society is to support vocations of local clergy throughout the 


mission world. 


The idea of such a society was inspired by a letter from the 
bishop of Nagasaki, Japan, to Madame Bigard in 1889 telling her 
how he hated to turn away aspirants to the priesthood for lack of 
money. So the Bigards, mother and daughter, put their energies 
into raising funds for this purpose. A century later their efforts, 
which have grown world wide, are crowned by the vocations of 
thousands of local native priests in mission areas, whose seminary 
education is largely underwritten by the organization which car- 


ries the name of the first pope. 


TO: 


Rev. Msgr. Anthony Chylewski, Mission Office 


P.O. Box 11011 
San Diego, CA 92111 


Here is my gift for God’s work in the missions: $ 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 
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Local news in 1989 draws national attention | 


Some major 1989 news events in the 
San Diego diocese hit national head- 
lines: Pope John Paul Il’s appointment 
in May of Bishop Robert H. Brom of 
Duluth, Minn., as coadjutor bishop of 
San Diego with right of succession and 
Bishop Leo T. Maher’s denial of the 
Eucharist to Assembly women Lucy Kil- 
lea in November for proclaiming her 
pro-choice view, in contradiction to 
church teaching, in TV advertisements. 

A brief summary of these and other 
local highlights, reported by the 
Southern Cross, follows: 


January 


« 15 — Holy Spirit Church, San 
Diego, enshrined statues of three Viet- 
namese martyrs and relics of six of them, 
who were canonized in June 1988. 
Ceremonies included an outdoor proces- 
sion, traditional veneration of the saints 
by Father Joseph Vu, then associate pas- 
tor, and blessing of the shrine by Bishop 
Maher. 

e 15 — Bishop Maher celebrated 
Mass at St. Joseph Cathedral to observe 
National Migration Week and honor 
those who helped process some 28,000 
amnesty applications for undocumented 
residents in San Diego and Imperial 
counties. Eight languages were used 
during the liturgy sponsored by Catholic 
Charities Resettlement and Immigration 
Office. : 

« 26 — Some 400 pro-life 
demonstrators staged rallies at abortion 
clinics in Mission Valley and San Mar- 
cos to commemorate the 16th anniver- 
sary of the Supreme Court decision 
legalizing abortion-on-demand. 


February 


¢ | — Father Edward “Bud” Kaicher 
was sentenced to two years probation by 
an El Cajon municipal judge for 
trespassing at the La Mesa Family Plan- 


ning Clinic where abortions are per- 


formed. The diocesan youth office 
director had been arrested at the clinic 
Sept. 30, 1988, while sitting next to the 
clinic’s entrance and holding a sign that 
read “Choose live.” 

« 24 — Operation Rescue staged an 
informational rally at St. Mary Church, 
Escondido, featuring Oblate Father Nor- 
man Weslyn, a veteran pro-life activist, 
and Joseph Foreman, national field 
director for Operation Rescue. 


March 
¢ 8 — Coretta Scott King urged 


University of San Diego students and 
staff to combat racism by visiting, lob- 


VIETNAMESE HONOR MARTYRS — Attendants of a float dis- 
playing statues of three of the 117 Vietnamese martyrs canonized 
in June 1988 and a plaque with all their names inscribed on itlead 
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Photo by Robert Burnett 


COMING AND GOING — Bishop Leo T. Maher, left, introduces Coadjutor Bishop Robert 
H. Brom to the San Diego news media on May 9, the day Pope John Paul Il announced 
the appointment of the bishop of Duluth, Minn., as coadjutor bishop of San Diego, with 
right of succession when Bishop Maher retires in the summer of 1990. 


bying legislators and recruiting minority 
students and faculty. 


April 


¢ 11 — Nearly 1,000 members of five 
Catholic churches and a Protestant 
church in a meeting at St. Rita Church 
persuaded San Diego Mayor Maureen 
O’Connor to sign a resolution calling for 
a stepped-up comprehensive anti-drug 
campaign by city, county and state 
governments. Participating Catholic 
churches were Christ the King, St. Jude, 
Our Lady of Angels, Our Lady of the 
Sacred Heart, all of San Dicgo, and Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel, San Ysidro. 

¢ 28 — Bishop Maher blessed a new 
referral facility of Le Patriarche, an in- 
ternational drug abuse rehabilitation 
program. The office in downtown San 
Diego is co-sponsored by the St. Vincent 
de Paul Center. 


May 


¢ 5 — Bishop Maher dedicated the 
new St. Mary Church in El Centro. The 
liturgy concluded with the investiture of 
Msgr. Thomas Vidra pastor, as an 
honorary prelate of his holiness, Pope 
John Paul Il. 

¢ 15 — Bishop Maher announced the 
appointment of Msgr. Richard Duncan- 


son as chancellor and moderator of the curia 
for the San Diego diocese, succeeding 
Msgr. I. Brent Eagen who served more than 
20 years in this position. Father Fernando 
Ramirez replaced Msgr. Duncanson as rec- 
tor of St. Francis Seminary. 


June 


¢ 3 — The third annual Afro-American 
Catechetical Conference, sponsored by the 
diocesan Commission for Black Catholics, 
was held at the University of San Diego. 


July 


e 1 — Bishop Maher ordained four priests 
for the San Diego diocese: Fathers Michael 
Huggins, Joseph J. Brady, John Dolan and 
Joseph Masar. 

¢ 24 — Bishop Brom officially became 
coadjutor bishop of the San Diego diocese 
at a liturgical reception at the Immaculata, 
Alcala Park, attended by some 25 
archbishops and bishops and 200 priests. 
Presiding prelates were Archbishop Pio 
Laghi, apostolic pro-nuncio to the United 
States, Archbishop Roger Mahony of Los 
Angeles and Bishop Maher. 


August 


¢ 3 — The San Diego diocese and repre- 
sentatives of five Indian tribes reached an 


Photo by Dan E. Pitre 


a procession of some 800 Vietnamese Jan. 15, 1989, past Holy — 
Spirit Church, Oak Park. Bishop Leo T. Maher blessed a shrine 
containing the three statues and the plaque inside the church. 


agreement which designated a portion of the 
property of Mission Basilica San Diego de 
Alcala to be used as a cemetery for Indian 
remains and artifacts of their ancestors dis- 
covered at the mission. The Indians later 
re-interred these remains in private 
ceremonies on the cemetery grounds, and 


‘the mission held a rosary service and 


celebrated Mass for the Indians buried 
there. The Mission had originally planned 
to build a pastoral center on this site. 

e 26-27 — SHARE, the San Diego 
diocesan Self-Helped and Resource Ex- 
change which distributes food to needy 
people, moved to a new 50,000-square-foot 
warehouse in Gateway Center. 


September 


¢ |-4 — The annual national convention 
of the Italian Catholic Federation was held 
in San Diego and drew some 3,000 mem- 
bers. The gathering featured talks on the 
theme “Love one another as I have loved 
you.” 
¢ 23 — Some 1,500 English- and Spanish- 
speaking participants attended the annual 
diocesan Catechetical Institute sponsored 
by the Office of Catechetical Ministry. 
Keynote speaker Father Donald Jette, SSS, 
urged the catechists to “live the Eucharist” 
by giving themselves to the Lord. 


October 


¢ | — The sixth annual Rosaries for Peace 
Crusade held at the University of San Diego 
stadium drew some 3,500 participants who 
prayed the rosary during a procession 
around the football field. The statue of Our 
Lady of Fatima was crowned during 
ceremonies. 

¢ 14 — The first diocesan Liturgical Con- 
gress for Hispanics attracted some 700 par- 
ticipants, who heard Father José Rubio of 
San José said the authentic liturgy should 
lead people to take action for justice and to 
serve others. 

¢ 17-18 — California’s Catholic bishops 
met in San Diego to discuss public policy 
issues such as pro-life advocacy and health 
care. The Oct. 17 earthquake in Northem 
California prompted the early departure of 
Bishop John Cummins of Oakland, 
Archbishop John Quinn of San Francisco, 
Bishop Pierre DuMaine of San Jose and 
Bishop Thaddeus Shubsda of Monterey. 

e 21 — Bishop Maher dedicated the 
Church of the Nativity, Rancho Santa Fe, 
during a liturgy which included the investi- 
ture of Msgr. Dennis Clark, pastor, as an 
honorary prelate of the pope. 

« 25 — Youth Day at the San Diego 
Performing Arts and Convention Center 
drew some 1,500 youth to hear Keynoter 
Father Juan Diaz Vilar, director of Central 
Pastoral in New York. The event was spon- 
sored by the diocesan Office of Youth and 
Young Adult Ministries. 

¢ 31 — Father Edward “Bud” Kaicher 
was sentenced to 45 days in jail by an El 
Cajon Municipal Court judge for violating 
his two-year probation for blocking entran- 
ces to abortion clinics during Operation 
Rescue demonstrations. 

« 31 — Bishop Maher and two non- 
Catholic bishops (Bishop C. Brinkley Mor- 
ton of the Episcopal Diocese of San Diego 
and Bishop George D. McKinney, pastor of 
St. Stephen’s Church of God in Christ and 
bishop of the Southern California Second 
Jurisdiction) released a joint statement ur- 
ging all people of the community “to join 
together in a war against pomography and 
violence.” 


November 


¢ 2 — After three months of studying 
Spanish, Coadjutor Bishop Brom began his 
episcopal ministry in the diocese by presid- 
ing at the 50th anniversary celebration of St. 
John of the Cross parish, Lemon Grove. 

*8—A Children’s Dance Company from 
the Soviet state of Georgia entertained stu- 
dents of three Catholic schools at Our Lady 
of Grace School, El Cajon. Also other 
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*+* USD professor receives 
Bishop Buddy Award 


By Maureen Nuesca 
Southern Cross 


ALCALA PARK — University of San 
Diego art professor Therese Whitcomb was 
honored recently with the Bishop Buddy 
Award, the highest honor USD bestows on a 
graduate. It was the first time in the 16-year 
history of the award that it was given to a 
USD employee. 

She received the Bishop Buddy Award 
plaque from Dr. Arthor Hughes, USD presi- 
dent, at the annual Alumni Mass celebrated 
Dec. 7 in Founders Chapel at which some 
350 people attended. She also received a 
lighted candle, symbolizing the light of USD 
faith community. 

The award, named for the first bishop of 
the Diocese of San Diego, is presented an- 


nually to an alumna or alumnus who as made , 


a significant contribution to his or her profes- 
sion and has served the community and 
USD. 

The selection of Whitcomb marks a depar- 
ture from the alumni association’s criteria 
that states no USD personnel will be given 


the Bishop Buddy Award. 

Last year’s co-recipient, Anne Lonnecker, 
who shared the award with her husband, said 
Whitcomb’s “contributions to the university 
and the San Diego community are so unique 
that the alumni association’s board of direc- 
tors has chosen to make an exception — an 
exception that will probably be made once 
in the life of this university.” 

In 1953, Whitcomb became the first 
woman to complete undergraduate studies at 
the San Diego College for Women and par- 
ticipated in commencement exercises the 
following year. In 1972 the College for 
Women merged with the College of Men to 
become USD. 

In addition to her work as an art professor 
at USD, Whitcomb is director of design for 
all campus interiors and exteriors and is the 
founder and director of the university’s art 
gallery. 

Whitcomb has also directed restoration 
efforts at many San Diego parishes including 
Mission Basilica San Diego, de Alcala, 
Sacred Heart Church, Coronado, and St. 
Agnes Church in Point Loma. 


Local news events draw 
national media in 1989 


Continued from page 6 

Catholic schools had visits from Soviet 
students or had pieces of Soviet folk art 
brought to them, all part of the educa- 
tional program of “The San Diego Arts 
Festival: Treasures of the Soviet 
Union.” 

« 12 — The San Diego Arts Festival 
ended with an ecumenical prayer ser- 
vice in Balboa Park organized by an 
interfaith committee chaired by Msgr. I. 
Brent Eagen, former chancellor of the 

. San Diego diocese. 

e 13 — Bishop Maher blessed the St. 
Vincent de Paul Bishop Maher Center 
for single men, a 150-bed converted 
warehouse adjacent to the St. Vincent de 
Paul Joan Kroc Center. When the name 
of the men’s facility was unveiled, the 
bishop was surprised to find it named 
after him. 

¢ 15 — Bishop Maher banned As- 
semblywoman Lucy Killea, a Catholic, 
from receiving the Eucharist, the day 
after her state Senate campaign started 
airing TV advertisements in which she 
asserted a pro-choice position. The 
bishop reiterated the position of the U.S. 
bishops in his letter to Killea: “No 
Catholic can responsibly take a ‘pro- 


choice’ stand when the ‘choice’ in ques- 
tion involves the taking of innocent 
human life.” The action attracted na- 


tion-wide media attention. 

* 18-19 — The Hispanic encounter 
held at the San Diego Convention and 
Performing Arts Center drew some 
1,000 participants to hear speakers such 
as Jesuit Father Matthew Linn, National 
Service Committee for his healing min- 
istry, and Pope Alonzo of Miami, a 
member of the National Service Com- 
mittee for Charismatic Renewal. The 
theme of the encounter was “Lord, for- 
give and heal your church.” 

« 30 — Bishop Maher, Episcopal 
Bishop C. Brinkley Morton and Church 
of God in Christ Bishop George D. Mc- 
Kinney issued their second joint state- 
ment, this one on drug abuse. The local 
leaders called for prayer, policy for- 
mulation and support for police enfor- 
cement to overcome drug abuse, a 
“poison (to) human society.” 


December 


* 8,10 — Two diocesan celebrations 
in honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe in 
Imperial and San Diego attracted more 
than 2,000 persons and featured colorful 
processions and Masses. Bishop Brom 
gave a Spanish-language homily at the 
San Diego celebration, after recently 
completing a three-month study of the 
language. : 


ness 


SHARE — Deacon Carl Shelton, right, founder of SHARE, (Self-Help and Resource 
Exchange program) that provides food assistance to people in need, and Msgr. Joe 
- Carroll, director of the St. Vincent de Paul Center, move a load of bananas in August 
as SHARE moved into its new warehouse in the Gateway Center, 3530 E St., San 
Diego. The 50,000-square-foot facility enabled SHARE to increase the effectiveness 


_ of its service. 


Photo by Maureen Nuesca 
AWARD RECIPIENT — Therese Whitcomb, this year’s recipient of the Bishop Buddy Award, 
the highest honor issued to a graduate of the University of San Diego, proceeds down the 
aisle after receiving the award at the annual Alumni Mass celebrated Dec. 7 at Founders 
Chapel, USD. The selection of Whitcomb, an art professor at USD as well as the founder and 
director of the university's art gallery, marks the first time a USD administrator has received 
the award — an exception to the rule prohibiting USD employees from being so honored. 


Catholic 
Charities 


Diocese of San Diego 


COUNSELING DEPARTMENT 


We specialize in Services Include: 


treating: 


¢ Depression 
e Anxiety / Stress 


¢ Individual Counseling 
e Couples Counseling 

e Marital Problems ¢ Family Counseling 

e Family Problems e Pre-marital Counseling 
¢ School-Related Problems « Seniors Group 

¢ Work-Related Problems ¢ Eating Disorders Group 
e Adjustment to Divorce °¢ Single Parent Support 

¢ Self-Esteem Concerns e Psychological Testing 
-® Loss and Bereavement 


Downtown San Diego Office: 349 Cedar St. 
South Bay Office: St. Pius in Chula Vista 


For more information call: 


231-2828 


Champus, MediCal and Approved Private Insurances accepted 
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GLORY DAYS — The men of the 54th Regiment launch their heroic 
attack against the confederate-held Fort Wagner in “Glory,” a film 
about the first black fighting unit to be raised in the North during the 


Civil War. The film stars Matthew Broderick as Col. Robert Gould 
Shaw, the regiment's commander. The USCC classifies the film A-lll, 
adults. The MPAA rating is R, restricted. 
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A look at the valor of 54th regiment 


By Judith Trojan 
Catholic News Service 

One can only wonder what a brilliant film 
“Glory” (Tri-Star) could have been had it 
been directed by a filmmaker who had a 
visionary eye for epic topics as well as more 
sensitivity to the film’s important racial and 
anti-war themes. Stanley Kubrick comes to 
mind, among others. 

Instead, we have TV director Edward 
Zwick’s (“Paper Dolls,” “Thirtysomething”) 
mediocre vision of this true Civil War story 
that brings to light the heroic efforts of the 
54th Regiment of Massachusetts Volunteer 
Infantry. Assembled in February 1863; this 
first black fighting unit raised in the North 
was commanded by a wealthy, 25-year-old 
white Bostonian, Col. Robert Gould Shaw 
(Matthew Broderick). 

Already a veteran of the bloody battle of 
Antietam and the son of enlightened parents 
who backed the anti-slavery movement, 
Shaw’s appointment came at the heels of 
Lincoln’s 1862 Emancipation Proclamation. 


Shaw turned his regiment of gravediggers, 
field hands and runaway slaves into a proud 
fighting division 1,000 strong. These raw 
recruits not only had to learn the rudiments 
of teamwork and warfare but also faced 
prejudice from white soldiers, especially 
those in upper command who were slow to 
supply them with shoes, uniforms and a 
military assignment worthy of their training. 

As played hauntingly by Broderick, Shaw 
is known to be a man who struggled painful- 
ly to meet the demands of his post without 
being misconstrued as a bigot or as a com- 
mander who showed too much leniency for 
his unschooled recruits. 

The film — as written by Kevin Jarre 
based on Shaw’s letters and the books “Lay 
This Laurel” by Shaw aficionado Lincoln 
Kirstein and “One Gallant Rush” by Peter 
Burchard — has its moments. But much of 
its potential is lost in a picturesque landscape 
of jarring continuity, tried subplots and one- 
dimensional characters. 

The blacks are sadly stereotyped. There’s 


Trip (Denzel Washington), the fiery slave 
who’s as much a racist as he is a victim of 
racism. There’s stoic, level-headed old 
Rawlins (Morgan Freeman in a cipher role), 
and stuttering, simple-minded Sharts (Jihmi 
Kennedy). 

Shaw’s character is the only one that steps 
beyond mere caricature. His angst is real as 
is his dedication to his men whom he even- 
tually led on an historic suicide mission to 
storm the Confederate stronghold of Fort 
Wagner, S.C. 

Zwick succeeds with the film’s obvious 
aim: to raise consciousness about the valor 
of the 54th Regiment. Its heroics at Fort 
Wagner led the Union Army to open its doors 
to more than 180,000 black soldiers. But 
Zwick’s dependence on museum-quality set- 
ups and musical flourishes can’t make up for 
his shallow depiction of the larger themes of 
Tacism and the obscenity of war in general. 

USCC classification: A-II, adults. 

MPAA rating: R, restricted. 


Book examines Litany of Loreto 


LISTEN, MOTHER OF GOD! Reflec- 
tions on the Litany of Loreto by Msgr. 
Charles Dollen; Our Sunday Visitor, Inc., 
Huntington, Indiana 46750, 1989 (227pp., 
$6.95pb) 

The Rosary is, of course, one of the most 
popular of all Catholic devotions. Another 
popular prayer that is sometimes recited at 
the end of the Rosary is the Litany of Loreto, 
or the Litany of Our Lady. This famous litany 
contains the many titles used for Our Lady. 

But where did the litany originate? And 
what do many of those strange sounding 
titles mean? Msgr. Charles Dollen, pastor of 
St. Gabriel’s Church’in Poway, and the 
prolific and popular author of many books, 
has chosen to examine the Litany of Loreto 
in his most recent book. 

Msgr. Dollen uses a method that has been 
very successful in many of his other books 
and is rewarding and instructive for the 
reader. He delves into the deep reservoir of 
Catholic literature, and extracts passages 
pertinent to his subject matter. He than adds 
his own connecting text that fleshes out the 
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extracts, thereby providing a solid, cohesive 
whole. 


The book is structured very simply. The 
opening chapter provides a brief history of 
the development of the litany. Then comes 
the litany itself. Since it has changed some- 
what over the years, Msgr. Dollen provides 
the most current version, but also lists alter- 
nate readings in parentheses. Each succeed- 
ing chapter is then devoted to one of the titles 
contained in the litany, discussing both his- 
torical and devotional aspects of each title. 

Some of the titles given to Our Lady are 
rather obscure so Msgr. Dollen’s explica- 
tions are not only informative, but also quite 
interesting. For example, what could the title 
“Mirror of Justice” mean? Or how about 
“Seat of Wisdom” (alternately “Throne of 
Wisdom”) and “Mystical Rose?’ Satisfying 
interpretations of all of those are given. 


Msgr. Dollen is particularly helpful in dis- 
cussing those titles (such as “Mother of Our 
Creator”) that seem to put Mary ona par with 
God. 

Some titles, including such as “Mother of 
Our Savior” and “Virgin Most Renowned” 
seem to be self explanatory. Yet Msgr. 
Dollen’s essays on these help us to look at 
them in perhaps slightly different ways and 
enable us to plumb new depths of devotion. 

That is one of the beauties of this, and of 
books by Msgr. Dollen. Not only is there 
sound historical information and fascinating 
excerpts from other devotional literature, but 
the presentation gently allows us to look at 
the old and familiar (and perhaps a bit tired) 
as though with new eyes. And that in tum 
helps us to grow in prayer and to rediscover 
(oreven discover) our vast Catholic heritage. 

Although this book can stand alone, it can 
also be a fine companion volume to Msgr. 
Dollen’s book on the Rosary (My Rosary, 
Our Sunday Visitor, 1988). 

Tom Shaw Jr. is a parishioner at St. Columba 
Church, Serra Mesa. 
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Four bishops respond to 


youths’questions 


By Roy J. Horner 
Catholic News Service 

Louisville, Ky. — Sixteen youths chosen 
at random took turns asking questions of four 
bishops at a “gloves-off’ forum held during 
the National Catholic Youth Conference in 
Louisville. 

Questions, among others, were about 
female priests and altar servers, artificial 
birth control, abortion, married priests, devo- 
tion to the Blessed Mother and whether God 
is male of female at the session held Nov. 18. 

“I find when you talk to youth, in one 
sense, the gloves are off,’ said Auxiliary 
Bishop Robert J. Carlson of St. Paul-Min- 
neapolis, who also is episcopal moderator of 
the National Federation of Catholic Youth 
Ministries, the conference sponsor. : 

The Louisville conference brought 
together youth and youth ministers from the 
eastem United States. 

Archbishop Thomas C. Kelly of Louis- 
ville, and Bishops John J. McRaith of 
Owensboro, Ky., and Daniel M. Buechlein of 
Memphis, Tenn., also participated in the 
forum, which was similar to one held last 
June in Denver. 

Anne O’Neil, 18, of the Diocese of Nor- 
wich, Conn., one of some 4,200 youths at the 
Nov. 16-19 conference, said the bishops’ ap- 
pearance was “a visible sign that the hierar- 
chy of the church is really saying, “We care 
about what you think.’ That’s something the 
youth really needed.” 

About the church’s prohibition against 
women priests, Bishop Buechlein said the 
issue was part of a complicated theological 
and sacramental question and “the answer is 
that it’s just not tradition.” 

The issue of girl altar servers is part of the 
same “very complicated” question, he said. 
If women can be eucharistic ministers and 
lectors, he asked, “why can’t they serve at the 
altar?” 

He noted that the matter was’being studied 
by the Vatican’s congregation for Sacra- 
ments and Divine Worship. 

Parishes with altar girls decided to use 


them because the matter is being studied, he 
said. “If the ruling comes down that they 
can’t (use them), then they'll face the ques- 
tion,” he said, “but they don’t want to before 
that ruling comes down.” 

Responding to a question on artificial birth 
control, Bishop Carlson said church ap- 
proval would “deteriorate from that real deep 
meaning of sexuality and love,” which car- 
nes with it a great responsibility. 

“Those people who push condoms or ar- 
tificial birth control say young people today 
cannot control themselves, they can’t be 
responsible, so therefore tell them to use 
condoms so they don’t get pregnant and they 
don’t get AIDS,” Bishop Carlson said. 

But the church, he pointed out, “says we 
believe the young men and women can be 
responsible with the gifts God gives them, 
and they can use their sexuality in the way 
that God intended it to be used ... within the 
sacrament of marriage.” 

On whether God is male or female, 
Archbishop Kelly said God encompasses all 
the qualities of both and that gender “is a 
good approach but I don’t think it’s the only 
one.”” 

It is appropriate, he said, to think of the 
feminine qualities in women “as coming to 
us from God ... but it’s also true that the other 
qualities are there of men.” 

Archbishop Kelly asked the youths what 
more they want bishops to do. 

Maureen Matthews of the Washington 
Archdiocese replied that bishops giving time 
to youth was important. 

“We don’t want to hear ‘Oh tradition, oh 
theology, oh this, oh that,” she said. “We 
need answers, and we need them straight. 
The second point is to interact with us ... 
Sometimes letters just don’t cut it.” 

The bishop-youth forum was sponsored, 
in collaboration with the national youth 
federation, by the.U.S. bishops’ Committee 
on Marriage and Family Life, whose chair- 
man, Bishop Howard J. Hubbard of Albany, 
N.Y., had invited the four bishops to par- 
ticipate. 


REFLECTED GLORY — Their reflection in the pool adds to the beauty of students 
of the Academy of Our Lady of Peace, University Heights, and St. Augustine High 
School, North Park, as they re-enact the annunciation, visitation and birth of Christ at 
the annual Christmas Candlelight Procession Dec. 12. The annual event dates back 
to 1930 and commemorates the beginning of the Christmas season at the all-girls 


high school. 


CULTURAL EXCHANGE — A member 
of the University of San Diego High 
School varsity soccer team, (#27) tries 
to get to the ball before a visiting student 
from Japan. The exhibition game be- 
tween the two teams was part of a two- 
day visit from students of an all-boys 
school in Japan. Over four hundred stu- 
dents and advisers visited the campus 
earlier this month as part of a United 
States tour. This group, however, 
showed interest in visiting a private high 
school and USDHS was chosen, said 
Estelle Kassabaum, director of develop- 
ment at USDHS. The Japanese stu- 
dents also gave the school a tree to be 
planted in memory of the exchange be- 
tween the two schools and a Japanese 
doll. Shown shaking hands is Brother 
Michael Wallgren, principal, right and a 
Japanese instructor.(Photos by Robert 
Burnett and Estelle Kassabaum). 


MENSA scholarship contest set 


SAN DIEGO — The annual MENSA 
scholarship contest is now in process with 
Jan. 31 as the deadline for submitted essays. 
MENSA, the international high IQ club, will 


offer $1,000, $500, $300 and $200 awards in 


each of its nine United States regions. 

High school seniors and college students 
are eligible. Applicants must be enrolled in 
a degree program at an American institution 
of post-secondary education for the 1990- 
1991 academic year at the time of the award. 

Six special awards will also be distributed: 
$500 Booras Award to an education major; 
$600 Rita Levine Memorial Scholarship toa 
woman returning to school after an absence 


aN ‘ 


PLAYING SANTA — Sister Mary Jo Anderson, CHS, vice president of community 


of 7 or more years; $500 Scholar Award to 
the best of the regional winners; $1,000 Tur- 
ney award for study of engineering, mathe- 
matics, medicine or physical science to an 
applicant who also submits proof of MENSA 
eligibility; $500 London Award for a 
graduate student in history; and $500 Harper 
Fowley-Isolated M Award for a student pur- 
suing an undergraduate Liberal Arts Degree. 

Entries must be postmarked by Jan. 31. 
Application forms with full contest details 
can be obtained by sending a self-addressed 
envelope to: Eileen Busby, San Diego 
Scholarship Chairman, 11057 Caminito 
Vista Pacifica, San Diego, Ca. 92131. 


Be. 
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relations at Mercy Hospital and Medical Center, Hillcrest, shows eighth-grader Lupe 
Gonzalez and Santa, who was at Our Lady of Angels School Dec. 15, what materials 
are in the earthquake preparedness kits the hospital has donated to the Barrio Logan 
school. The hospital donated nine kits to the school, one for each class. 
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Parishes 


Church of the Resurrection, 
Escondido, continues its Advent 
series Dec. 18, beginning at 6 
p.m. with dinner. Focus is on the 
various negative feelings that 
emerge during the holiday 
season. 


Holy Angels Byzantine, San 
Diego, will hold a New Year’s Eve 
dance Dec. 31 in the social hall 
from 9-1 p.m. Tickets are $10 
each and are available by 
reservation only. Call 272-4173. 


Holy Family, Linda Vista, will 
sponsor the novena Masses of 
“Simban Gabi,” (Night Mass), a 
religious tradition of the 
Philippine Islands, through Dec. 
24, 7:30 p.m. The liturgy will be 
celebrated in English and Filipino 
dialects. The novena of Masses 
is a Spanish tradition that was 
adopted by the Filipino people. 

Holy Spirit, San Diego, will 
host a New Year’s Eve dinner and 
dance beginning with social hour 
at 7 p.m. Cost is $12.50. Free 
hats and door prizes. Call 
264-6195 for reservations. 


Our Lady of Light, Descanso, 
annual Christmas pageant and 
carol singing will begin 
Christmas Eve, 9:30 p.m. 
Included in the pageant will be 
the story of Mary and Joseph 
‘seeking shelter. The parish will 
host a series of inquiry classes 
for people seeking instruction in 
or about the Catholic Church 
beginning Jan. 8 in the parish 
center. 


Sacred Heart, Ocean Beach, 
continues its adult education 
program with ‘Fundamentalism: 
A Catholic Response.” Program 
begins Jan. 10 and continues the 
following two Wednesdays, 7:30 
p.m. Presented by Brother 
Edward Nolan, MS. For further 
details, call 224-0475. 


St. Brigid, Pacific Beach, will 
celebrate its 50th anniversary in 
1990. Events are scheduled for 
each month throughout the year, 
beginning with a Mass Feb. 4 at 
which Bishop Leo T. Maher will 
be the principal celebrant. A 
commemorative calendar with 
historical photos is available. For 
information, call Ann McDaniel, 
488-9665. On Dec. 24, 10 p.m., 
and Dec. 25, 11:30 a.m., hear the 
choir, soloists, strings and organ 
for ‘‘Weihnachtsmess,” or 
Christmas Mass. 

St. James, Solana Beach, adult 
education series continues with 
the Little Rock Series (focusing 
on the Galatians and Romans) 
through January. Call 755-7669 
for dates and time. On Jan 14, 7 
p.m., Father John Howard, CJM, 
will speak on “Psychological 
Meaning of Eucharistic Rituals.” 


St. Louise De Marillac, El Cajon, 
is sponsoring a lecture and 
discussion series in moral 
theology Thursday evenings, 
7:30-9:30 p.m., throughout the 
month of January. For further 
information, call 561-1609, or 
444-3076. 

St. Patrick, North Park, adult 
education series continues Jan. 
7, 8 and 15 with ‘Church 
History.” All meetings are in the 
eighth grade classroom. 
Presented by Father John 
Sanders, OSA, principal of St. 
Augustine High School. For time 
schedules, call the parish, 
295-2157. 


St. Rita’s, San Diego, 
continues ‘‘Simbang Gabi,” a 
religious tradition of the 
Philippines. through Dec. 23. 
Celebration begins at 6:30 p.m. 
weekdays and 7:30 p.m. on the 
weekends. For information, call 
264-3165. 


St. Vincent de Paul, Mission 
Hills, holds a meeting for seniors 
each Wednesday from 9 a.m. to 
noon in the parish hall. Activities 
include speakers, films, k’ngo 
and fresh produce sold at 
reasonable prices. A “Grand Irish 
Evening” with the Paddy Noonan 
Band will be held Jan. 12, 8 p.m., 
in the parish hall. Tickets are $10. 
For reservations, call 276-5974, or 
299-3881. 
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Bishops’ upcoming 


Bishop Leo T. Maher 


Thursday, Dec. 21, 7:30 a.m., Cathedral 


26, Rome — Meetings and pastoral visit to 
San Diego seminarians. 


Plaza, San Diego — Catholic Charities 


board meeting. 


Friday, Dec. 22, noon, Diocesan Office 
dining room — Staff Christmas luncheon. 
Sunday, Dec. 24, midnight, St. Joseph 


Cathedral, San Diego 
Midnight Mass. 


Wednesday, Jan. 3, Manresa Retreat 
Annual 


House, Azuza — 
bishops of Region XI. 


Bishop Robert H. Brom 


Se UR RNNRERERS 
Groups 


Shield of Roses will sponsor a 
Mass at Our Lady of Grace 
Church in El Cajon, Jan. 6, 7:50 
a.m. and on Jan. 13, 8:30 a.m., at 
St. Martin of Tours Church, La 
Mesa. Immediately following 
Mass, there will be a rosary 
procession at Dr. E. Allred’s 
abortion clinic, 8881 Fletcher 
Parkway. 


St. Patrick Seniors can spend 
three days in Las Vegas Jan. 
29-31 with a side trip to the 
Valley of Fire State Park. Cost is 
$107 per person twin, or $157 
single. Call Carrie Johnson, 
282-7109. 


Serra Club of San Diego, will 
meet Dec. 27, 12:05 p.m., at 
Padre Trail Inn, Old Town. 


San Diego Catholic Worker will 
provide and serve a Christmas 
dinner for the homeless people 
at St. Vincent de Paul/Joan Kroc 
Center Dec. 23, 11 aim. To 
volunteer, call 233-0519. 


The Propagation of the Faith 
will sponsor a presentation of 
“Damien,” a play based on the 
life of Father Damien DeVeuster, 
Jan. 19, 7:30 p.m., at the St. 
Therese Social Center, San 
Diego. Father DeVeuster devoted 
his life to the lepers on the 
Hawaiian island of Molokai. For 
information, call 582-3100. 

Mission San Luis Rey 
charismatic prayer meetings are 
held Sunday evenings, 7-8:30 
p.m., and Tuesday mornings, 
10:30-noon, in the Lasuen room, 
Mission San Luis Rey, 
Oceanside. Baby-sitting is 
available. 


Retreats 


Marriage Encounter will 
sponsor weekends Jan. 12-14, 
Feb. 16-18 and March 16-18. For 
information, call 461-5683 or 
747-8089. 

Widows and widowers retreat 
will be held Jan. 5-7 at Mission 
San Luis Rey Retreat Center, 
Oceanside. Donation is $65. 
Conducted by Father Michael 
Weishaar, OFM. For more, call 
757-3659. 


Retreat for women at El Carmel 
Retreat Center, will be held Jan 
5-7. Cost is $70 for single, and 
$60 for a double. Cost for round- 
trip bus fare is $20. For 
reservations, call 440-7518. 


Girl Scout Camp Fire Catholic 
Committee is sponsoring a G.S. 
Junior/C.F. Adventurer Retreat 
Feb. 3, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at the 
Florence Burnham Hall at Girl 
Scout headquarters. Theme is 
“New Life in the Lord.” Cost is 
$4. Call Edith Sohm, 448-6453. 

Spiritual Ministry Center offers 
individually directed retreats. 
Center is directed by three 
Religious of the Sacred Heart. 
Cost is $35 per day. For more, 
call 224-9444, 


Friday, Dec. 15 through Tuesday, Dec. 


Auxiliary Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez 
Dec. 18 through Saturday, 
Dec. 23, Mexico City, Mexico. 

Saturday, Dec. 23, 12;30 p.m., Basilica of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mexico City, 
Mexico — Anniversary Mass for Father 
Roberto Omana. 

Sunday, Dec. 24, midnight, St. Joseph 
San Diego — 
Midnight Mass. 

Sunday, Dec. 31, 7 p.m., Boys and Girls 
Club, Chula Vista — Invocation. 


Monday, 


Christmas 


retreat for 
Cathedral, 


Special retreat for recovering 
alcoholic priests, deacons and 
brothers of the Catholic faith will 
be held Jan 15-19 at Mission San 
Luis Rey, Oceanside. Speaker will 
be Father John Slattery of St. 
Joan of Arc parish, Victorville, 
Calif. For information or 
reservations, call 757-3659. 
Suggested donation is $125. 


Annual Women’s Retreat, 
sponsored by the Women’s 
Christian Fellowship, will be held 
Feb. 2-4 at Oakbridge. Conducted 
by Father Robert DeGrandis, SSJ, 
author. The theme is “To Heal 
the Brokenhearted.” Send 
registration fee of $75 to 
Women’s Christian Fellowship, 
clo St. Elizabeth Seton Church, 
6628 Santa Isabel, Carlsbad, Ca., 
92008. For more, call 436-3875. 


“This Jesus Who We Love and 
Preach,” a retreat linking Jesus 
in the Gospels to modern times, 
will be conducted Feb. 2-4 at 
Mission San Luis Rey, 
Oceanside. Led by Father Max 
Oliva, SJ. Cost is $75 per person. 
A $25 deposit is required. If 
interested, contact Father Oliva, 
clo St. Columba parish, 3327 
Glencolum Dr., San Diego, Ca., 
92123, or call 233-1048. 

Prince of Peace Abbey retreats 
are available throughout. the year. 
For information, call 430-1305 or 
430-1306. 


Directed weekend retreats are 
held at Holy Trinity Hermitage. 
Sponsored by the Fountain of 
Life Ministry. Cost is $50. For 
details or reservations, call 
299-9015. 


“New Year's Eve/Sacred Time 
Retreat” will be held Dec. 31, 
4-10 p.m., at the: Center for 
Spiritual Development in Orange, 
Calif. Focus is on the gifts and 
graces of the past year and will 
conclude with a prayer time 
expressing participants need for 
God in the coming year. Cost is 
$25 and includes dinner. 
Registration deadline is Dec. 21. 
For more, call (714) 744-3175. 


Workshops 


Bible study will be held 
Mondays, 7-8 p.m., at Holy Spirit 
parish, San Diego. Seminarian 
Rich Perozich will conduct the 
meetings. Call 262-2435. 


Scriptural Women meet weekly 
on Thursdays, 9:15-11 a.m., at 
Holy Trinity Church, El Cajon. 
Theme through Advent is 
“Women of the Bible.” For 
details, call 444-9425, 

Diploma Certification Course, 
Psychological, Moral, Faith 
Growth begins Jan. 4, 7-10 p.m., 
at the University of San Diego, 
Alcala Park, and continues 
Thursday evenings for ten 
sessions. Cost is $70. Parking 
sticker, room assignment and 
information regarding class 
materials will be mailed prior to 
first class meeting. For details, 
call Ginger Infantino, 774-6311. 
Sponsored by the Office of 
Catechetical ministry. 


appointments 


Christmas 


Juvenile Detention Ministry 
Workshop, sponsored by the 
Office of Youth and Young Adult 
Ministries, will be held Jan. 6, 9 
a.m.-1:30 p.m. in the youth office, 
on the campus of USD. Program 
attempts to meet the spiritual 
and emotional needs of youth 
detained in juvenile facilities. 
Anyone 21 years and older 
interested in the Volunteers in 
Probation program can call 
291-7781. 


Basic catechist course begins 
Jan. 13 at Holy Spirit Church, 
San Diego. Call Sister Hilda 
McDonagh, RSM, 263-9307. 


Art and Envorinment seminar 
will be held Jan. 24, 7-9:30 p.m., 
at All Hallows Church, La Jolla. 
Preregistration is $5 or $7 at the 
door. Sponsored by the Center 
for Liturgy and Prayer. For more, 
call 293-3375. 


A preparatory course based on 
the spiritual exercises of St. 
Ignatius will be conducted by 
Father Jerry Bevilacqua, OSA, 
Jan 16, 23 and 30 at the 
Augustinian Chapel, 3266 
Nutmeg St., San Diego, from 7-9 
p.m. Course is for people 
interested in making a directed 
retreat and/or as an introduction 
to the ministry of spiritual 
direction. Fee is $3 per session. 
Call 284-2674. 


Preschool catechist 
certification course will be held 
Jan. 20, Feb. 10 and March 17, 9 
a.m-4 p.m., at St. Mary’s Church, 
National City. Cost is $4 per 
person and includes materials. 
Preregistration is required. 
Deadline is Jan. 12. For 
information, call 574-6311. 


Miscellaneous 


St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store 
is now open in North County. The 
store is located at 620 N. 
Escondido Blvd. Volunteers and 
donations are needed. For further 
information, call 489-9882. 


Natural Family Planning 
instruction is offered by Dr. A. J. 
Stehley, an obstetrician, every 
first Tuesday and third Thursday 
at 7 p.m. in his Escondido office. 
No fee. For directions or further 
information, call Anne Fitch, 
466-1507, or 747-5412. 


Serra Clubs meet: in Old Town 
the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of 
each month, 224-5828; in East. 
San Diego the 1st and 3rd Friday 
of each month, 278-5489; in North 
County inland the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday, 744-1497; and for North 
County coastal, call 436-1478. 


Have an event? 


Liturgies 


Mass with prayer for healing 
will be celebrated by Father 


! Ralph Weishaar, OFM, Jan. 2, 


7:30 p.m., at Mission San Luis 
Rey, Oceanside. 


Roving Mass for young adults 
will be celebrated Jan. 28, 7:30 
p.m., at Sacred Heart Church, 
Coronado. For more, call 
575-5958. 

Tridentine Latin Mass is 
celebrated Sundays at 9 a.m. and 
holy days at noon in Holy Cross 
Chapel. Confessions and the 
rosary precede Mass. For details, 
call 298-8763. The Holy Cross 
Choir will lead the caroling at 9 
a.m. on Dec. 25 followed by Mass 
which will be celebrated at 10 
a.m. The choir will sing in four- 
part harmony, “‘The Mass in E 
Flat” composed by A.H. Rosewig. 


First Saturday lay Carmelite 
rosary and Mass, begins at 8 
a.m., Meeting follows in St. 
Agnes parish, conference room 2. 
For more, call 222-0243. 


TV-Radio 


“Kingdom Living,” a Catholic 


study of the Word using the 
Sunday readings, is broadcast on 
Saturdays from-7-8 p.m. on Cox 
Cable-Channel 26 and on 
Dimension Cable. The show also 
airs Sundays from 7-8 p.m. on 
Southwestern Cable-Channel 11. 
Hosted by Deacons Bob Mueller 
and Tim Treadwell. 


“Sunday Focus,” a program 
featuring religious news from 
San Diego and around the world, 
is broadcast on Sunday at 7:00 
a.m. on KGTV-Channel 10. 
Produced by the San Diego 
Ecumenical Conference. 


Sunday Mass, a Catholic 
liturgy for television, is broadcast 
every Sunday at 6:30 a.m. on 
KNSD-TV Channel 39. 


Cable only — CCN and UNI are 
aired by about half of the San 
Diego area cables, but are not 
listed in some TV publications. 
Consult your cable guide. 


Sunday, Santa Misa, 7 a.m., 
UNI. Father Michael Manning, 
11:30 p.m., CCN. 


Saturday, from 3-7:30 p.m. 
Check CCN listing. 


“Father Michael Manning” airs 
on television station KSCIl, 
Channel 18, UHF, Thursdays, 
4:30-5 p.m. 

Rosary hour can be heard 
Monday through Friday on Radio 
KMUJC, AM, at 7:45 p.m. Cost to 
sponsor a program is $35. For 
details, contact James Paul 
Duffy, 9395 Harritt, SP 43, 
Lakeside, Calif., 92040. 


The Daughters of St. Paul can 
be heard in Spanish, Saturday 
mornings, Radio KMJC, AM, at 
7:30 a.m. 


Family Talk from Covenant 
House can be heard every 
Sunday night on radio station 
KVSD, Vista, from 7-9 p.m. 


Listen My People featuring 
Archbishop Fulton Sheen and 
other speakers, can be heard 
Monday through Friday, 7:15 a.m. 
and 3:45 p.m. on KMJC 910 AM 
dial. ; 

“Church In Transition,” an 
eight-part series produced by 
Father Ron Pachence, religious 
studies professor at USD, airs on 
Cox Cable, Channel 24, Sundays, 
2:30-3 p.m. through Jan. 14. 
Another program, “The Immanuel 
Series,” will air on Southwestern 
Cable, Channel 36, Sunday 
evenings, 8-8:30 p.m., through 
Dec. 24. 


Calendar items must be received in writing by noon the 
Friday before publication on Thursday of the following week. 
Please send items at least two weeks in advance. We cannot 
accept items via telephone. Announcements will be 
published as space permits. Mail to: Calendar, Southern 
Cross, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, Calif. 92138. 


Compiled by Maureen Nuesca 
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Foto de Don Thompson de Imperial Valley Press 


CELEBRACION EN IMPERIAL — El Sr. Obispo Leo T. Maher acepta las ofrendas de Francine 
Medina e Imanuel Flores y dos “angelitos” durante la Misa diocesana en honor de Nuestra 
Sefora de Guadalupe el 8 de diciembre en Casa Mafana en Imperial. Los observan el Padre 
Barry Vinyard, parroco de la parroquia de Nuestra Sefora de Guadalupe en Calexico, y la 


asamblea. 


Fiesta Guadalupana en el Valle 


Por Hermana Maria Luisa Valdez 
Especialmente para Southern Cross 

IMPERIAL — Aproximadamente 
ochocientas personas celebraron la fiesta de 
la Virgen de Guadalupe y la Inmaculada el 
dia 8 de diciembre en Casa Majfiana, en el 
Valle Imperial. 

El Sr. Obispo Leo T. Maher fue el cele- 
brante principal de esta celebracién 
Eucaristica. Aproximadamente doce sacer- 
dotes sirviendo en las parroquias del Valle 
Imperial fueron concelebrantes. 

Hubo representantes de cada parroquia del 
Valle simbolizando que somos un pueblo de 
fe que nos unimos para alabar a nuestro Dios 
y darle las gracias por todas sus bendiciones, 
especialmente su don a nosotros que es la 
Virgen Maria. En la procesién fueron los 
Caballeros de Col6. 

La Sra. Susana Salazar de Santa Margarita 
Maria, Brawley, llev6 el incienso que 
simboliz6 el aliento de Dios. Los nifios del 
Valle fueron representados por los nifios de 
Brawley, la Base de la Marina, las escuelas 
catélicas de El Centro y Calexico, Imperial 
y Posada del Sol, vestidos con sus trajes 


tipicos. 

Después entraron las reinas y princesas de 
Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe, El Centro y 
de San José, Holtville. En la procesién del 
pueblo iban los representantes de las parro- 
quias vestidos con trajes tipicos y llevando 
los estandartes de sus parroquias. 

El Padre Manuel Meza, parroco de la In- 
maculada Concepcién, Niland, dié la 
homilia enfocando que “es la misma Virgen, 
la Virgen de Guadalupe como la Inmaculada 
Concepcién que extendié la encarnacién de 
Cristo, que nos urge de encarnar el Evan- 
gelio en nuestras propias culturas para 
nosotros de raices hispanas de apreciar y 
purificar las culturas hispanas 0 anglas.” 

Durante la procesién los nifios presen- 
taron el pan y vino para la celebraci6n como 
también los frutos del Valle Imperial. 

Un movimiento de gestién fue presentado 
por la Sefiorita Rosie Soto, Consultante de la 
Oficina de Jévenes del Valle Imperial. 

Representando la Virgen de Guadalupe 
fue la Sra. Ofelia Vasquez, Juan Diego, el Sr. 
Joe Daniel Estrada, Fray Zumarraga, el Sr. 
Filem6n Camarena. 


24 words or less $8.00, each additional word 35¢. 

Legal Notices $35, PRE-PAID. 
Deadline: Friday noon prior to issue ad is to appear in. Published on Thursday. 
Mail to: Southern Cross Want Ads, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA 92138 
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TELEPHONE CLASSIFICATION 


Home Improvement 


INDEPENDENT ELECTRI- 
CIAN License Number C10- 


ROOFING All T 
Restore, New, 
rates; Free estimates; 16 years 
experience; all work guaran- 


bod Repair, 


San Diego: 


tianos. 


a la dignidad humana. 


humanidad su amor y su justicia. 


politicas y sociales, 


actuar de los hombres. 


llevar en nuestras vidas. 


do la Navidad de Jesus. 


El jovencito Stephen Engelke de Holtville 
present6 al Sr. Obispo Maher cinco casettes 
videos con los temas de moralidad, religion, 
y fe. Estos fueron presentado en honor y 
memoria de todos los afios de servicio a 
nuestro pueblo por el Sr. Obispo Maher. 

Estos videos se quedaran en la Oficina 


Navidad, luz y esperanza 
del mundo, dice el obispo 


El mensaje de Navidad del Sr. Obispo Gilberto Chavez, auxiliar de la Didécesis de 


En estos dias los cristianos conmemoramos el nacimiento de Jesus, el Mesias 
prometido, Dios que se encam6 y tom6 nuestra naturaleza humana, 
identificandose con ella, menos en el pecado, para brindamos su gracia, su vida, 
su luz y darnos la liberaci6n de la oscuridad del pecado, proporcionandonos 
alegria, felicidad y esperanza. Por eso exultamos de gozo en celebrar la Navidad. 

Han pasado casi dos mil afios de este grandioso y divino acontecimiento y 
Jestis con su Evangelio, la Buena Nueva del Reino continua acompafidndonos, 
iluminando nuestro caminar con la luz de su doctrina y de su ejemplo para 
renovar y transformar nuestra existencia, encarnando su palabra en nuestras vidas 
para gozar de una conversi6n plena y de un auténtico cambio de verdaderos cris- 


Pero también no hay rosas sin espinas y diariamente constatamos acontecimien- 
tos que nos presentan conflictos de paz entre los individuos y Henan de luto cen- 
tenares de hogares; los problemas del narcotrafico hacen temblar a las naciones 
acabando con las vidas humanas degradandolas y sepultandolas en el vicio; el 
problema del aborto esta cundiendo como un cancer de la sociedad; la situacién 
complicada y dificil del Salvador, Nicaragua, Libano, Israel, Filipinas que en guer- 
ras se exterminan los hermanos. Todo esto que causa pena y aflicci6n concretiza 
la noche oscura del pecado, sin embargo a pesar de todo estan surgiendo luces de 
esperanza, luces de buen entendimiento y buenas relaciones entre los pueblos 
asegurando una libertad religiosa en naciones anteriormente suprimidas 0 con- 
troladas para fundamentar la moral y el progreso espiritual de las gentes. 

Hoy estamos viendo que el mundo esta cambiando y brilla una esperanza en el 
Este de Europa como un nuevo renacer. La visita de Mikhail Gorbachev al Papa 
Juan Pablo II es un signo mas de esperanza que alienta y alegra el corazon de las 
personas que ven realizarse sus anhelos de libertad, de comprension y de respeto 


Dios va iluminando el mundo a través de la historia y Cristo, Camino, Verdad y 
Vida, fuego que enciende el coraz6n de los hombres no puede ser derrotado por la 
oscuridad del pecado y sabe hacer brillar dentro de las calamidades de la 


El es el principio de toda renovaci6n que nos acompafia para que construyamos 
un mundo mejor y establezcamos mejores relaciones tanto familiares como 


Los cambios no son faciles ni-se dan de la noche a la mafiana. Esta renovacién 
requiere constancia y perseverancia y supone un nuevo orden de cosas y un nuevo 


Todo se puede con la ayuda de Dios basada en la fe y nuestra acci6n diaria tras 
el mismo caminar de Cristo y el entusiasmo, alegria y esperanza que tenemos que 


Al actuar con amor, luz y esperanza en este tiempo especial, estamos celebran- 


Catequética del Valle Imperial, para que las 
catequistas los usen con los jévenes y 
Ileguen a ser unos hombres y mujeres de 
conciencia cometidos a Dios y a todas sus 
ensefianzas de la fe Catdlica. 

La musica fue por la Rondalla de Colores, 
dirigida por el Sr. Roberto Rosales. 


Ads Must Be Paid BEFORE Publication 


OF JESUS and St. Jude for 
prayers answered. | will con- 
tinue to pray to you. D.N. 
12/21 


ecover. LOW 


Music Ministry Program. Now 
accepting applications. For info. 
and to apply call Director of 
Music at 226-6360 12/14, 


you wait. A DOG'S WORLD, 
3525 30th St., San Diego, 260- 
8059;2869 Ridgeway Dr., 


CALL NOW - FREE ES- 
TIMATES 278-7851. (b.w.) 


TFN 


487307, All problems solved, 

homes rewired (all or part), 

small repairs, new circuits, in- 

door and outdoor lighting, 

aval neat workmanship. 

ver 10 years in the Southern 

eo Cross. Call 223-1917 or 469- 
% | @ 2900 Robert. TFN 


SCREEN & DOOR SHOP ON 
WHEELS. Will travel radius of 
15 miles to your home or hotel. 
Custom made to any size. 
Screens, doors and solar 
| screens. Fiberglass. Insulation 
| and repairs. 24 hrs. 7 days a 
week. Call 263-435. FN 


| BRAUN BUILDERS quality 
t 
| 


remodeling, additions, kitchens, 
baths, patios, new construc- 
tions, repairs. License 
No.497528, bonded, insured 18 
years. Experienced, free es- 
timates. 583-0733. TFN 


teed. 24-Hour Call, John, 579- 
Soot: TFN 


CARPENTRY All aspects. 
Workmanship guaranteed. 12 
ears experience. References. 
ave it done right! Larry 
Shaver- 297-7990. TFN 


ANTIQUE AND FURNITURE 
RESTORATION, Floor refinish- 
ing, Kitchen cabinet refinishing, 
Carpentry, Painting interior and 
exterior. Joseph Gregor 670- 
5842. Free Estimates, Refer- 
ences. TFN 


MASTER CABINETMAKER — 
Fine woodworking, custom 
designed by Bob. Call 271-5296 
or 745-2211. TFN 


Personals 


THANK YOU SACRED HEART 


THANK YOU ST. JUDE J.A.Z 
; 12/21 


THANK YOU ST JUDE for 
answered prayers. May the 
Lord Uae me humbly in His 
will. P.B.M. 12/21 


YOUR PRAYERS making a dif- 
ference. Pray for healing for 
Leah and Rebecca Franks. Say 
the Rosary for peace, Blessed 
Mary promised peace for world. 
M.C. 12/21, 1/11 


Positions Available 
PARISH SECRETARY: Shor- 


thand, IBM typwriter and com- 
puter skills required. 9 a.m. - 5 
p.m., M-F. 283-2790. TFN 


ASSOCIATE CHOIR DIREC- 


TOR/ORGANIST: as part of 


12/21 


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 


SECRETARY NEEDED- Full 
time Monday through Friday. 
Good Clerical and people skills 
a must, computer skills 
potato’: bi-lingual — help- 
ul. Send resume to: St. Francis 
Office of Religious Education, 
525 W. Vista Way, Vista, Ca. 
92083, Attention: Rae Arnold. 
For information call 945-8010. 
12/21 


Services 


ARMSTRONG CATERING 
SERVICE Wedding receptions, 
lunch and dinner parties. 284- 
8405. TFN 


ALL BREED DOG GROOMING 
and boarding. Flea bath for any 
dog $5 (over 50 Ibs., $6) while 


NationalCity,267-2577. 


TREE TRIMMING AND 


REMOVAL SERVICE. All types 
& sizes of trees and stumps. 
Yard cleaning. Hedge topping 
and hauling. Licensed and in- 
sured. Dependable service with 


free estimates. Call Mike ea 
teeN day or night at 291-9157. 
FN 


BRIDE’S CHOICE WEDDING 
PHOTOGRAPHY carries a full 
line of wedding invitations. 
Receive 25% discount on invita- 
tion orders when you book your 
wedding with us. Call 294-8320 
forappointment. TFN 


PAINTING: Bonded, Licensed, 
insured; neat and reliable. Ex- 
terior/Interior prep. and repaint- 
ing. Texturing and dry wall 
repair. References available. 


Child Care 


CATHOLIC MOTHER offers 
responsible, loving care in 
Penasquitos home. Rea- 
Foe rates. 672-4634, 


Legal Notices 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT File No. 
89 25795. The name of the 
business: NEWTIE’S AC- 
COUNTING SERVICE located 
at: 11530 Caminito La Bar No. 
130, San Diego, CA 92126. Is 
hereby registered by the follow- 
ing individuals: Newtie M. and 
Michael E. Moore. This state- 
ment was filed with the County 
Clerk of San Diego County on 
November 13, 1989. Statement 
expires November 13, 1994. 
11/23, 11/30, 12/7, 12/14, 12/21 
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Jewish, Catholic school students dialogue on faith 


By Joyce Carr 
Southern Cross 


~SAN DIEGO — Why don’t Jewish people 
accept Jesus as the Messiah? How do they 
repent of their sins? Does their faith forbid 
birth control and abortion? 

Ask eight- and ninth-graders at Blessed 
Sacrament School, San Diego, who dis- 
cussed such questions with their counterparts 
from the Jewish Community Junior High 
School, La Jolla, Dec. 12. 

According to Dr. Brian Bennett, principal 
of Blessed Sacrament School, its library 
provided the setting for the 90-minute, ques- 
tion-and-answer dialogue between 48 host 
pupils and 25 from the Jewish school. A 
general session was followed by small-group 
discussions. 

Afterward, the students visited Blessed 
Sacrament Church where the guests asked 
questions about the exposed Blessed Sacra- 
ment, an icon of Our Lady of Guadalupe on 
display for her feast celebrated that day, and 
images depicted in the stained-glass win- 
dows, Bennett said. 

The dialogue had special significance in its 
East San Diego setting where many walls and 
buildings display Death Wish Kids’ anti- 
Semitic graffiti, he added.) 

The initial focus of the gathering was to 
discuss the students’ response to the French 
language film, “Au Revoir Les Enfants,” said 
Bennett who moderated the dialogue, along 
with Marjorie Manley guidance counselor 
and comparative religions instructor at the 
Jewish school, and Gert Koppel, a Jewish 
businessman whose office is near Blessed 
Sacrament School. 

The World War II film, based on fact, 
shows the interaction between a Catholic boy 
and a Jewish boy attending a Benedictine 
school in France, Koppel told Southern 
Cross. The Jewish students and some of the 
priests operating the school were arrested by 
Nazis and sent to a concentration camp where 
they died, he added. 

The film’s director had been the Catholic 
boy portrayed in the story, he said. 

Koppel had previously shown the film at 
Blessed Sacrament School where he also 
spoke about the Holocaust, urging students 
to help prevent such massacres by keeping 
abreay ~f mass killings, such as those in El 


Salvador, so they can later wield their voting 
power more effectively. 

A native of Hamburg, Germany, Koppel 
told Southern Cross he escaped the 
Holocaust by being hidden in 17 Christian 
homes in Belgium. 

Moderators agreed that the dialogue was 
informative to students of both schools and 
fostered mutual respect for Catholic and 
Jewish traditions. 

“Both groups articulated their religious 
beliefs clearly” on many issues including 
birth control and abortion, Bennett said. 


One Blessed Sacrament pupil summarized 
the pope’s statement that artificial methods 
of birth control are unacceptable because 
they take away from the holiness of the mar- 
Tiage act, the principal said. 

Regarding Bishop Leo T. Maher’s excom- 
munication of Assemblywoman Lucy Kil- 
lea, another student explained that a bishop 
is obliged to respond to a Catholic 
politician’s public statement advocating a 
pro-choice position, Bennett added. 

Jewish students explained that their faith 
does not forbid the use of birth control and 


CAROLING — Students from. ade Heart Reader Ocean Beach; ‘sang. 
Christmas carols for residents at Mercy Rehabilitation and Care Center Dec. 11 
and also presented them with a huge scroll covered with holiday artwork. Mercy 
Rehabilitation and Care Center is. sapien by — Hospital and scission Center 


and is located in Hillcrest. . 


ty 


leaves the practice of abortion to individual 
conscience, Manley said. 

One student said that Jews do not consider 
Jesus the Messiah because the Messiah’s 
coming would result in a period of peace and 
when Jesus died, the Jewish people were still 
subjugated by the Roman Empire, Manley 
related. 

Another student pointed out that orthodox 
Jews observe their laws more strictly than 
conservative and reformed Jews, she added. 

Despite these differences, the moderators 
said the discussions showed students of both 
religions sharing family values and the belief 
that all righteous people will enter heaven, 
Bennett said. 

Larissa Eklund, a Blessed Sacrament 
eighth-grader, told Southern Cross the Sacra- 
ment of Confirmation was similar to the bar 
mitzvah, a ceremony admitting boys as 
adults into the Jewish community. 

She also compared the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation to the Jewish cleansing from 
sin at the end of the Jewish calendar year. 

Josh Lawson, a ninth-grader at the Jewish 
school, said the dialogue showed agreement 
between the two faiths that Jesus was killed 
by Romans, not Jews. 

Arturo Porco, a Catholic ninth-grader, said 
that understanding the Jewish faith “makes 
our own religion more clear.” 

The Catholic-Jewish interaction was a start 
in “breaking down whatever religious 
stereotypes” might exist among the students, 
Bennett said. “Stereotypes are built on ig- 
norance” resulting from a lack of personal 
communication, he added. 

The other two moderators agreed. “Under- 
standing people of different races and 
religions (reveal they) have more in common 
than what separates them,” Koppel said. 

Beth London of the Jewish school also 
emphasized the importance of dialogue be- 
tween Jewish and Catholic students. “Other- 
wise, they wouldn’t know each other’s 
beliefs and would have false ideas” of the 
other religion she said. 

Fabiana Mangivinos, a Blessed Sacrament 
ninth-grader, said she “can’t wait” for fol- 
low-up activities to the dialogue. These in- 
clude a visit to the Jewish community junior 
high school and to a synagogue, and a dance 
at Blessed Sacrament parish with the new 
Jewish friends as guests. 


Local Czechs Reve for freedom in native land 


Continued from page 3 

ago to Australia to become a priest. For 20 
years after, she said, no one in her family was 
permitted to travel outside Czechoslovakia. 

The break for her family came last month 
when they were allowed to travel to Rome, 
along with some 9,000 other Czech lay 
Catholics and clergy, to witness the canon- 
ization of St. Agnes of Bohemia. 

Several local Czechs said they were 
amazed the Communist Party authorities 
permitted so many Czechs to attend the 
religious event on Nov. 12. They noted, too, 
that only days afterwards, the country’s bor- 
ders were opened and the opposition Civic 
Forum began to show its force in Wenceslas 
Square. 

Anne Blanco, an American-bom Czech, 
said Czech visitors she hosted recently 
“couldn’t get over how people shared and 
talked outside Mass here. In their country, 
they’d lose their job.” For that reason, she 
said, Masses in Czechoslovakia often attract 
mostly elderly, retired people and 
youngsters, not the working class. 

Blanco, a parishioner of St. Luke’s in El 
Cajon, keeps in touch with other local 
Czechs through local organizations, includ- 
ing the House of Czechoslovakia in Balboa 
Park and the Slovak Heritage Group. 

Carlisle has been instrumental in helping 
local Czechs keep in touch with their faith. 
For 11 years, Carlisle, who was born in Texas 
to Czech immigrants, has arranged dates and 
locations in the San Diego diocese for Mass 
to be said in the Slovak language several 
times per year. 

Father Dimitrij Colankin, stationed at St. 
Finbar’s Church in Burbank, travels to San 
Diego to celebrate the Masses. 

Father Colankin, who was bom and raised 
in Prague but defected in 1967, serves Czech 
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Catholics in California. He travels regularly 
between San Francisco, San Diego and Los 
Angeles to celebrate Masses with Czechs and 
minister to them. On Dec. 17, he celebrated 
a Christmastime liturgy at St. John the Evan- 
gelist parish hall. 

There are no official counts of the Czech 
Catholic communities. Father Colankin es- 
timates that about 100 attend Slovak Masses 
in San Francisco and Los Angeles; about 40 
attend in San Diego. The congregations are 
twice as large at Easter and Christmas, he 
said. 

Being denied rights to practice their 
Catholic faith and to speak freely is what 
drives many Czechs to find ways to leave the 


country. 
“We are Catholics. ... We hated the sys- 
tem,” said Marie Peterka, who worked as a 


lawyer in her native town of Liverec. Im- 
agine a government that decides such details 
in a person’s life as “what you are to do, what 
you are to study, whom you can meet, hid 
you Can say,” she said. 

Prior to the recent dramatic demonstra- 
tions, Czechs could not say anything publicly 
criticizing the government or the frequent 
shortages in stores without fearing arrest. 

If there were three or more people talking 
together in public, they could be arrested for 
participating in a demonstration, Peterka 
said. “It was a country where one could speak 
only of flowers and the weather,” she said. 

“We have a saying that every second per- 
son works for the government,” said Petr, her 
husband, referring to the preponderance of 
secret police. 

Petr Peterka, along with Father Colankin 
and local Czechs, observed that the fear of 
being arrested gave birth to strong distrust 
among Czechs till “there was almost no un- 
derground opposition.” 


The popular uprising of the last two 
months in Prague’s huge Wenceslas Square 
manifested a remarkable turnaround in 
Czech society, Father Colankin said. 

“What’s interesting is that the people now 
are not afraid to publicly speak against the 
system. This is the surprise, ...and they’re 
very well-organized now.’ 


He also noted that the new generation, “the 


young who didn’t experience the Russian 
invasion of 1968,” are coordinating the 
movement for freedom. 

Local Czechs share the opinion that suc- 
ceeding anti-government uprisings in 
Poland and East Germany, combined with 
miserable economic conditions under the 
Communist Party rule, helped push the 
Czech people to ran changes. 


Best Wishes foneBiccscd 
Christmasand Holy New Year! 


- The Daughters of St. Paul 


St. Parul Book & & Center S r 


(619) 232-1442 


1570 Fifth Avenue, San Diego, CA 92101 


